An occupational hazard to rubber tappers in the forests of Sumatra, Indonesia, is the risk of being attacked by a tiger. Collecting rubber is done by making a small cut in the bark of a tree, then fixing a small metal 'gutter and cup' right under the cut. Latex trickling down into the cups is collected later and dried in the sun to form large rubber 'slabs'. While at work one morning, two young men were attacked by a tiger when 'tapping' rubber in a forest far away from the hospital I was in charge of at the time (1959).
